A true Narrative of the manner how 


The Daughters and Heires of Sr. Peter Vanlore the younger Were disinherited 


of the e$}1te of the Lady Powell their Anat; by Tho. Levingſton, Fſqz and Ann his Wife, and others their Complices, by 
the pProcurnn? the Fincs and Deed r, from the Lady Powel] ; wow complained of in Perliazent, and 
under the conſederation of this Honourable Houſe, 


YZ fm Retr Var brethe Elder, having ifſue onely one Son, viz. the ſaid Sr. Peter the younger,and foure Daugh« 

Ya 2s ters, viz, the Lady Pow-//,the Lady Glenhim, the Lady Ceſar, and Mrs Vandenbendon; Did in the third 

1 þ Year of the late King Ch / of blefſed memory, (cttle the Caſtle and parks of the veviſes in Wilthire, 
worth Six Aundred pound per Annan, and the Fitth part of divers other his Manneurs & Lands, worth 
Two lhouſand Five Hundred pound per Anmum, upon the faid Lady Powe his Daughter, andthe. 
Heirs of her bydy 3 And for D-tault of ſuch Iſſue, on his own right Heirs, being the Daughters of 
young Sr. Peter, and Entailed the ſaid Fifth part of his other Lands (for Default of Hiue, of the Lady 
Powcl, upon vhe ſaid Daughters, and other of his Grandchildren by name, and dyed, 
. Str Edward Powe!) Husband of the ſaid Lady, and i homras Levingſton, who had Married Ann Ceſar, a Niece o1 the Lady 
Powe?, having for divers years before the Lady Powels death, uſed ſeverail ſingle unlawfull means and practices, to pgrocute 
the ſaid Lady to difpole of her ſaid eſtate tothemſclves, be ing able by their ſingle practiſes, to prevaile therein 3 the Lady 
alwayes ex preſſtng her (clf,that ſhe would ne ver alrer her Fathers Settlement , the {aid Sr. Edward Powel/ thereupon Jefi her 
Company, and for fifteen years together never came at herz And the Lady was ſo diſpleaſed with the ſaid Leving ſion and 
his Wife, for the ſaid practiſes, that ſhe was un willing they ſhould come near her z and would very unwillingly ſpeake be- 
fore them faying, 1 bey cam: but to betray her. o | 

But the ſaid Lady about Sept. mber 165 1. lying very fick at Chelſey, of the fickneſſe whereof ſhe ſoon after d yed ; The ſaid 
Confederates hearing thereot, apprehended that now an oppor tunity was offered to them to effet tlicir deſignes 3 and Fer 
the Ladies eſtate. To which purpoſe, joyning, all together, upon or abour the ſeventh day ot the ſaid September, the ſaid 
Sir Edward Powel, Mr. Levinz ton and his ite, 4 14149 tHynſon alias Porta Nephew of the ſaid Sir Fdward, now a member 
of Parliament, thea a. Juſtice of Peace of Mi4d'eſex together with (everall other perſons, did forceably Enter into the ſaid 
Ladies Houſe, where ſhe then lay ſick; aad where ſhe had tor many years lived, ſeparate trom the ſaid Sir Edward, as atore- 
ſaid, and guarded and ſecured the ſame with Armed-men, cauſcd all the Ladies ſervants to be Arreſted, and violently taken 
away from her without Bai',upon faiſc and feigned Actions of many thouſand pounds, which they never proſecuted but be- 
came Non-ſuite therein; And then they chained up the Doores ot the ſaid Houſe, and in warlike mainer kept itz Ar.dthe 
noarel Rp m9 FInAGIKCA of he j219 Lady, frouy lr i) ſuc uy Ed; aGllivg thyiyvngand the Ladies ſervants, that they ſhould 
never lee her face inore : And Mrs. Levingji9# told the Lady, that all her triends had forſaken her, engaging their Conte« 
derates to fecreſie and fidelity by Rings of Gold given to them, with this Motto inſcribed \ Newer to be forgotten or requited ) 
and placed ſtrange tervants ( whom the Lady knew nor, and againſt her will ) to attend her in her laſt ſicknelje; and tear- 
ing leaſt the ſaid Lady ſhould make any diſcovery of their wicked doings from her Chamber window ( which opened into 
a N=1ghbours ground adj »yning ) they forbad that Neighbour to permit any of the ſaid Ladies friends to come into :; hat 
ground, or ſtand neere the Houſe 5 They having thus by. to: ce and practiſe ſecluded. all but themſelves : Upon the 18 «of 
the ſaid Sept:maber, they brovyght Juitice Warbarion ( whoknew not the ſaid Lady) to the ſaid Houſe, and there prucute d 
the {aid Lady ( as the Judge Certihes, to Leavy ſeveral} Fines of 1he ſaid Caſtle, Parkes and premiſes ; which Fines as the 
ſaid Contederates pretends were declared by (ome V\ ritings, ſealed by the Lady to be to the Ule of Sir Edward Powells, te. 
ving ſton and his Wite 3 And the (aid Lady Porel! 01d about that time (alſo as they affirm ) diſpoſe a great perſonal! eſtate, 
which was the ſaid old Sir Peters, to the ſaid Levingſton and Bia Wites although the laid Lady did utter deteſt them,as per- 
ſons of 2 moſt evill and dangerous converſation, and oftentimes hath been heard to wiſh the ſaid Ann Levingſton were not 
of her kindred. 

That the ſaid Confederates ſuſpeCting as they had cauſe, the ſudden death of the ſaid Lady Powel{ who dyed on the &th, 
of OFober following ) might render all their plots ineffeCtyall; They procured the ſaid Fines to be made Fines, as « f !rmms- 
ty Term before; and yer doubting all theſe plots would not hold ( wickedneſs filling them with fear of «liſc.,very ) they 
produced a paper of the ſaid Mr. Leving/tons hand VWriting, pretending to be ſabſcribed by the ſaid Lady , intimating he t 
well pleaſedneſle with her condition; although upon or very near that day, the faid paper was pretended tv be ſubſcribec, 
the ſaid Lady di4 publiquely rebuke the ſaid Mrs, Levingſton and affirm , that their plot was to disinherit the right Heirs ot” 
her Lands, but thit ſhe would be torn in pieces with wilde Horſes before ſhe would doe it; And the ſaid Certificate is a 
thing ſo altogether unuſuail and full of ſuſpicion, that the Judges of the Common Pleas in diflike thereof, in open Court 
told the ſaid Levrngſtor, he had over acted his part 3 and upon examination of the matters aforeſaid,did ſeveral times open 
ly expreſſe themſclves againſt the foulenefle of this pradtiſe 3 but ſaid, the ſaid Fines were ſo far proceeded in, that it was 
paſt their Power by the ordinary coun ſe of their Court toRelieve the Heirs againſt them. But ſaid this macter would ſound 
ill in the ears of a High Court of Parliament, and worſe in the High Court of Heaven : And the Paliament who fat in 165 !, 
upon conſideration hereof excepted this bulineſle out of the At of General Pardon, 

Sir Edward Powell not long after was cut off by death; and the faid Levingſton and his Wife, deſigning to keep by Power, 
what they had ſo unjultly gotten : They did transferre their lntereſt in the premiſes to Richard Cromw Uk ſquire, ar.d other 
potent Perſons in thoſe times; by whoſe Influence and perſonall Solicitation, things were ſo carried in the C ou: t of Char 
cery (where the Heires preferred their Bill for a diſcovery, of the plots and praftiſes aforeſaid ) That their Bill was (iſmiſe 
ſed, and the Confederates never put to Anſwer the ſame;, and the Confederates by the ProteQion and Afliltance of thcir 
aforeſaid potent Patrons,have hitherto been {ecare in their Aﬀts of Uarighteouſneſle and Oppreſſion. 


